THE NAPOLEONIC  WAR

691

reorganizing the rest of Germany, and mailing common
cause against Great Britain.

This was to prove the climax of Napoleon's po\\er.   Only
Britain still held out against him, and if he could not defeat The
her at sea, or invade her on land, he yet hoped to defeat StSiia"
her bv the use of another method.  He determined to stane s-stem
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THE CONTINENTAL SYSTEM
her out and to strangle her trade. With this object he had
issued, at the end of 1806, the famous Berlin Decrees which
set up what is called the Continental System (Note 126).
The British Isles were declared to be in a state of blockade,
though there was not one French ship within miles of any
British port. No ships coming from Great Britain and
Ireland or her colonies might enter any port of France or
any of her allies; all goods of British origin could be seized.
The ** system " was to be adopted by Prussia, Austria,